
 
 

Report Suspicious Activity in your Neighborhood 
 

West Precinct Community Coordinator Sgt. Connie Tripp 
862-7747 or email at connie.trip@nashville.gov 

 
Dispatch Non-Emergency 

862-8600 
 

West Precinct is committed to reducing crime and assisting you with your concerns.  In 
order to be successful we must work together and establish strong partnerships.  Due to 
the fact that you are most familiar with what is typical or normal activity in the area you 
live or work, you have the opportunity to identify potential problems at the onset.  We 
encourage you to get involved and notify us when you observe suspicious activity. 

 
Commander Michelle Richter 

 
Examples  

Suspicious Persons or Activities 

• Any person going door-to door in a residential neighborhood. A person 
is especially suspicious if, after a few houses visited, one or more of 
them goes into a back or side yard. More suspicious if another remains 
in the front when this occurs. (Possible lookout for a burglary in 
progress inside.) 

• Waiting in front of a house or business. Particularly suspicious if owners 
are absent-or business establishment is closed. (Possible burglary, 
theft, or trespass in progress.) 

• Non-Resident going into back or side yard of house. Suspicious under 
almost any circumstances. (Possible burglary or trespass in progress.)  

• Person running. Suspicious especially if something of value is being 
carried (possibly fleeing scene of crime).  

• Exhibiting unusual mental or physical symptoms. (Possibly injured, or 
under the influence of drugs, or otherwise needing medical or 
psychiatric assistance.)  

• Carrying property, depending upon the circumstance. For example, if 
at an unusual hour or in an unusual place, and if the property is not 
wrapped, as if it had just been purchased. (Possible subject leaving the 
scene of a burglary, robbery or theft.)  

• Much human traffic to and from residence. Not suspicious unless it 
occurs on a daily or very regular basis, especially during late or 
unusual hours. (Possible vice or narcotics activities, or “fence” 
operation.)  



 

  

Suspicious Vehicles 

• Certain moving vehicles. Especially slow moving vehicles at night, 
without lights, or if the course appears to be aimless or repetitive. This 
is suspicious in any location, but particularly in areas of schools, parks, 
or playgrounds. (Possible significance: “casing” for places to rob or 
burglarize. Drug pusher or sex offender.)  

• Certain parked and occupied vehicles. May contain one or more 
persons, especially significant if observed at an unusual hour. (Possible 
significance: drug deal, lookout for a burglary or robbery in progress.) 
Vehicles being loaded with valuables. Suspicious if parked in front of a 
closed business or unattended residence, even if the vehicles is a 
legitimate looking commercial unit, possibly bearing a sign identifying 
it as a repair vehicle, moving van, etc. (Possible significance: burglary 
or other theft in progress.)  

• Abandoned vehicle. (Possible stolen car.)  
• Vehicle containing weapons. Suspicious under any circumstances. 

(Possible significance: owner may engage in criminal activity.)  
• Other unusual activity involving vehicles. Persons attempting to enter a 

locked vehicle, especially at night or in a parking lot. (Possible 
significance: burglary, theft or malicious mischief in progress.)  

• Person detaching mechanical parts or accessories from a vehicle. 
Especially at night in the street or in a parking lot. (Possible 
significance: Theft or malicious mischief in progress.)  

• Property in vehicles. Not suspicious unless the property is not normally 
found in vehicles, especially if observed at unusual hours, or if TV sets, 
stereos, tape decks, or auto parts are involved. (Possible significance: 
stolen property.)  

What to report: 
 
Describe the type of activity observed (who, what, where, when, why and how format). 
 
Does this occur at a specific location or specific time? 
 
Give a description of all individuals involved to include: gender, age, race, height (taller or 
shorter than you), weight (thin, medium, or heavy build), hair color, eye color, facial hair, 
clothing description, shoes, hat, glasses, scars, marks, tattoos, jewelry, and any other 
distinguishing characteristics.  
 
Do you know their names, where they live? 
 
Give a description of any mode of transportation (vehicle or other) involved. This description 
should include make, model, year, 2 door, 4 door, distinguishing characteristics, color and license 
plate if possible. If the individuals are leaving the area, give a direction of travel and the location 
last seen.  


